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Chronology

Previous studies

Methods
Road capture / roadkill / trapping / telemetry
Mark/recapture as basis for population estimates

Study strategies
Fenced vs unfenced
Seasonal activities and movements
Size/sex/age composition of subpopulations
Annual variability / long term trends
Road adjacent vs. road remote
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management challenges of Blanding’s turtle, 
with reference to Minnesota populations

_____________________________________
• road mortality clearly major threat to conservation of species

• seasonal overland movements by turtles of all ages/sizes/sexes 

• sizeable buffer to encompass wetlands and travel corridorssizeable buffer to encompass wetlands and travel corridors

• mosaic of wetlands & upland nesting habitats to be protected

• spotty distribution, fragmented habitats, northern range limits

• metro habitats altered extensively, necessitating containment 

• rural land use is compatible, e.g. dairy pastures, stock ponds

• local threats are population-specific, focus conservation effort

key features of Blanding’s turtle life history
_________________________________________

• long-lived, 50-70 yrs, long-term data exceptional
• delayed maturation, at ~14 to 20 years of age
• prolonged reproduction, >30 to 50 years
• low natural mortality on juveniles & adults

hi h l li f & h hli• high natural mortality of eggs & hatchlings
• recruitment uneven, not necessarily annual
• seasonal utilization of temporary wetlands
• dependence upon uplands, as well as wetlands
• mosaic of habitats, with safe travel corridors
• specific habitats: overwinter, nesting, summer


